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EXGEEO UST YEAR
figures for July Make Good

Showing as Compared
With 1007.

*OUTLOOK FOR FALL
'

ISFULL.OFPROMISE

T)calers Looking Fbrivard to Per-
haps thc Largest Business

for Years.Activity
Greatest Just Now

In Suburban
Property.

July Realty Sales
Exceed Last Year's

Hiilrnwnt of rrnl rhtnlc ..leiirl;, _»
for July, IIHIK, nn eoinpnroel ivlth llie«
snitio n.e.nlli In 11)07, ceinipllcel Iij- \V.
K. Purcell, .Ir.t
oiii city Mullin. loos-. imir.

iiniuiivi-ei .i«,_7_,n:is f;i7,*i,o'_r,
I.oIk..|_,D0_ -Tl,7.~ll

Annc*e-d Ncetlein.
Imprnveel. I..OIU ._,:*...
Lots . 70,41.-. 44,07-

Biiburbnn totx. 70,7Bfi an,3or.
Suburbun ncrenge.. IM.708 I4.«i»_

Toini..ar,«:i,nu ?.->.-,s,'_o5
ssh.so.1

Incrrnsc of IOOK
over 1OU7.$4,856

As Ir the>' ,-aso ln almost all othor
llnes. tho inldsumnvr stagnutlnn ls full
lit>on the ro.il o>.tar;p business, espe¬
clally hn te, <¦ l(y property. Qulte a

nurnber of small sales aro bolnt? made,
but nn .1 wholo tho buylng anel scllinir
In th" clty nre at Iho minlmum. For
tho present. tbo business in ronflnoel te>
Iho HUburbs, where It Is brisk. as er'in-

pareel to Clty traelo. This dullnese ls
due. of course, to Ihe fact that August
ls tho off-season far real estato. nnel
that a great nnmbor of people nro out
nf tho clty for tho summor. II eloes
not In the smallost wny prosape a

rontlnueei laxlty of business. In fnct,
Iho real estate dealers aro proili.-ting
for the fall monthn the great'-sr l.usl-
Tioss in years. anel nro making tholr
V-ans nrr-ordingly.
Thoy say thnt thoro has not beon as

much money for investment In the .Hy
*lnoo beforo the flnanrlal strinnenry
bogan. anel that thoso who have it aro
jnora than over anxious to put it into
Teal ostate.

Tliia Ftentlng Srason.

Although ro llttlo Is belng dpne In
^he salo of property, tho dealers are

¦bti.y Just. now wlth thelr rent lists
¦Thls is tlio season for rentlng for the
wlnter, nnel from now until tho latter
part of .September all thoso who have
been spendlng thelr summer at the
resorts aro beginning to onBjago their
home.s before the wlnter season sets
In. In the last ten daya .one of the
prominent real estate flrms hero has
renteel moro houses than durlng tho
thlrty days previous. So altogether the
dealers ln ihls llne are rongratnlrittng
themsolvos on their prospects rather
than klcklng on hard tlmes.

Actlvlty In Suliurbn.
Suburban property keeps up at very

encouraglng flgures, and Is by far the
most nctive real estate offereel.

In Glnter Park threo lots were re¬
ported sold durlng last week, with

j flatterlng prospects of closlng out oth-
ers du'lng tlio month. Mr. Charlos
*ficot purchased from a former owner
a lot or. Chnmberlayne Avenue adjoin-
lng tho northwest rorner of I.aburnum
Avenue, and wlll bufld at o/ice, hav¬
lng already let the contract. Actlvlty
in property in Glnter Park Is undoubt¬
edly due in a larse mc-asure to the
healthfulness of the location. Tho
draiiiago und sowerage systems, whlch
are excellent, reach every portlon of
the property.. Several wetils drlven
about JOO feet in deptli, anel Uneel their
entire length wlth steel 'casing,.furnish
wat*r whlch Is the purest anel clourent
lhat itan bo had. These advantage::",
coupl.od vilh tho high, cool sltuatlon1,
Bcrve to ice>.-p thls sectlon of tliu clty
entirely free from the eplde.mlc of
typhold fever whlch has beon swe-ping
certuin pdrfs of the county, and iri.kes
It one of the most deslrable places ln
tlm vicinlty of the c.Uy.
The system of street lightlng wlll

probably be Installed hy the enel of
September, as the cltlzens' commlttee
liavlng this in charge has met with
the liearty co-operatlon of all of the
residents and property owners. Thls
.wlll, ot course, ndel much lo property
values.

Excellent. progress has beon mado '011
both tho Eplscopal an.l Presbyterlan
churches recently starteel, and strong
and progresslvo congregalions are
belng bullt up. Tlio kindorgartqn
schocrl wlll bo opened in tho fall under
the ellrectlon of Mlss Vest. Ono of tho
rooms ln the new school bulldlng will
bo used, and tho out look for success is
most bn'co'uraglng.

Iluildlng nt Highliiml Pnrk.
Propertv in Highland Park Is being

more sought aftor thls year than ovor
beforo, as is shown by tho number
.of houses recently bullt and now going
up. A number of residonces are Just
reeelving their flnlshlng touches, whlle
others aro be(ng start-d, ' Tho Nortli-
¦Ido Churcli, whlch ls ne-iirliig comple-
tlon, wlll bo ono of tho handsoniest ln
the clty. Tho new town nf' ITIghland
Park Ir going ahend with a stendy
march. Havlng been mado a separute
¦chool dlstrlct, It Is now looking to
the erectlon of a new school bulldlng
to accommorlate the fast-lncreaslng
number of puplls. Tlie town has a
cltlzens' association, of whlch Mr,
George ,W. I3ahlko ls presldent. whlch
ls dolng a great .amount nf gooel, espe¬
clally In Iho way of bringlng each
resldent in touoh wlth the lmprove¬
ment s now helng mado anel thoso pro¬
posed for tliu aelvuneement of tlio
town.

PneiilioiiliiN lo Hnve Newspaper.
[Speclal to Tlio Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

POCAHONTAS, \?A.. August IR..Po-
Jahontas is to hnvo n nowspiiper. Mr.tiharles B. Hedricks, formerly of Bram-
well, \V. Vn.. wlll puhllsh a paper
&nown as "Tlio PooahontaH Coal P'lold
nterprlso." Mr. Hedrluks ls an ex-

serlenoed newspupor man, and Poca-i
ftO_t_-- .JVi wall guunort a paper.

ATTRACTIVE SCENES CONNECTED WITH NATURAL BRIDGE, NATURE'S WONDER

TffOMAS JEFFERSON COTTAGE

OF NFJ t
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Marvelous Advance Made iti thc
Products of the Soil in the

Last Few Years.

LARGE INCREASE IN VALUES

Increase in Seven Years Xine
Times as Great aS' National

Banking Capital.

(Speclnl lo The Times-Dlspatch.]
EALTIMOR1-, August 15.. Koviewlng

America!- _mazlng agrirtiltiiral ad-
vanco of late years. the Manufacturers'
Record in this weok's issue saya:
Probably nothlng more forclbly illus-

t,rates thls mnrvelou. chanjro than tha
fact that the value of tho agricultural
products of the South alone. whlch wlll
this year bo between $2,250,000,000 and
$2,500,000,000, will be moro than the
total for the Unlted States in 18S0. and
about the same ns for the entlre coun¬

try as lnto us 1S90. In 1890 who could
have dared to precllct that the valuo
of the South's farm products of 1903
would equal the total for the Unlted
States in 1.90? That the South, with
26,000,000 population, is produclng as
much value in agricultural outturn as
the Unitod States wlth 62,000,000 peo¬
ple dld in 1S90 is one of the amazing'
fncts of our hlstory. In 1S90 tho value
of nll agricultural products outMdo of
the South was $1,096,000,000, or at least
$000,000,000 less than what tho South
alone wlll thls year produce.

lui-r.nae lu Pnrm Vnluca.
The increase ln the valuo of farm

property of $S,000,000,000 between 1900
and 1907 ls nearly nine times ns great
as the aggregate natlonal banking cap¬
ital of tho Unitod States. It is more
than one-ltalf as Jarge as the total
capltallzatipn, bon.s and stocks in-
cluded, of all the railroads in the
Unlted States. lt is nearly three times
ns large as the nggregato savlngs
bank deposits of tho whole country.
Thlnk for a momont of the increase,
slmply seve'u years' increment, ln tha
valuo of farm property being nine
tlmos as great as. tho total natlonal
banking enpttal of the Unitod Statos,
threo times as great as all the savings
bank deposits accumulated durlng all
tho past, and half ns largo as the en¬
tlre cnpltallzation of all the railroads
ln tho Unlted States, lnto whlch tho
surplus money of tho land lias boon
poui-lng for ,over threo-quarter.s of a

t-entury.
Ineren*. Per Cnnltn.

In 1890 the 8,565,000 people engnged
In ngrlculturo ln thls country produced
a total of $2, '66,000,000, or nn average
of $287 por caplta. In 1907 tho 1,1,'-
991,000 engnged in agrlculture pro-
clucotl a total' of $7,412,000,000, or an

avorago of $018 por oapita,
During that period the number of

jieopln engagod ln agrlculture. In¬
creased by 40 por cent., whlle the value
of farm products Increased by 200 per
cent. and tha valuo of all farm prop¬
erty increased hy S9 por cont.

in tho brlef porlocl hotween- 1900 and
1907 the value of i'urni proporty ad-
vaiu'od in value from $20,130,000,000 to
$28,077,000,000, tl gntn of nearly
$8,00(1,000,000, or 87 por cent., though
tlie miinhor of people engaged In agri¬
cultural pursuits increased only 15 por
cent. '

A, study of Cacts bearlng upon agri¬
cultural condltions slnco 1870 shows
thnt ln that year tha valuo of nll ngrl-
culturul products per ctipita, to Uioso
engnged ln farm pttr.uits was $326,
whilo from that flguro thero wns n.
rapld decllno to $286 in 1880, and dur¬
lng tlio nejet tan yotn. tjie por caplta
wns practlcally Btatlonary. aa the avev-
age In 1890 was only $287. If reliable

(ConUiPied on Second Page.i T

WATURAL BRIDGE HOTEL.

¦EW F0RES7ERS
11 THEIR WORK

Thirty-nine Recent Graduates
Have Entered Upon Their Du-
ties.What the Life Offers.

ISpccial to The TImes-Dispatch.]
WASHIN.GTON, D. C, August 12..

Thirty-nlno young graduates of nlne
Amerlcan Forest Schools have lately
recelved appointments as. forest assis-
tants in the forest servlce, and havo
been assigned to positions for the
present fielel season. Tho new an-
polntees are drawn from tho varioQs
forest schools, as follows: Yale, 18;
Biltmore, 5; University of Minncsota,
4; University of Michlgan, 4; Michigan
Agrlcultural College, 3; Harvard, ,-;
Cornell, 1; University of Iowa, 1; and
University of Nebraska, 1. They have
secured thelr appointments as a result
of passing the roguiar civll servlce ex¬
aminatlon. which is the only avenue 1,6
cmployment as a forester under the.
govornment. In addition to these
graduates of forest schools, flfteen
other candidates passed the examina¬
tlon.

All Are Put to AVork.
Twenty-two of tho new appolnteos

are already at work on vnrlous national
forests, taklng part in thelr admlnls¬
trntlon, and seventeon liave been ss-

slgned to dlfferent projects ponnectod
wlth tho tochnical study of sylviculturo,
Forost assistapts are men who. have
completed thelr' preiiminary tralnlng
for tlie profession of forestry. as tho
graduates of a law or medlcal school
have completed thelrs, and are ready
to enter on practical work. Until they
have' galnod, experlence ln tholr work,
liowevcr,.'thelr'posltions aro necessarlly
subordinate. They are at tlie foot of
the lodd-f. and must prove their flt-
noss In order to mount higher. Tbe
government pays them $1,000 a year
at tho start.
On the national forests the forest

asslstant ofton acts as advlser to tho
supervisors In charge, who are West¬
ern men e»'xperleneod in all practical
niattors, but usually wlthout school
tralnlng in tho scienco of forestry. Or
they may bo assigned to the study of
somo partlcular problem which nqods
to be investigated in tho interest of
good forost ¦'management.
As forestry means knowing liow to

get tbe most out. of nny given plece
of forost land,- lt calls for studles and
oxperlmentB, hoth sciontino and, prac-
tlcnl, much. llko those which liave to
ho made in the interest of good farm

management, and the forest asslstant
ls pr<*pared to do valuable work along
thls llne.

How to Enter Servlce.
There ls a growing interest in the

profession of forestry now, ancl many
young men are asklng how to get Into
it and what it promises. Giltbrd
Plnehot, the government forester, has
lately written on this subject:
"To bo a good forester a man should

comblne something of .the naturalist
wlth a good deal of the buslness man.
To know how to use the forest ho
must be nble to study lt. He must
have-, therefore. the power of 6bserv.i-
tlon, a fondness for nature and tho
ablllty to penetrato her secrets. But
if he. is to.Buccecd he must also havo
good practlcal judgment and the abillty
to meet and handlo men.
"He must be of tho kind thatMlkes

to get thlngs done, and does not glvo
up when thlngs are not going hls way.
He wlll have to face dlfftcultles and
work out- problems far from outslde
help, relylng solely upon hlmself. He'
ought to be hard to whip."

What thc Llfe Otferx.
V'The professlonal forestor cannot

hope for big fees and certaln plcasant
surroundings of llfe which crown dls-
tinguished success in some other pro-
fesslons. The flrst prlzes whlch aro
bestowed upon tho great lawyer, tho
eminent physlclan, aro. not yet open
to him. He must bo contont without
much luxury; he wlll have to'spend a

good deal of tlme out of reach of the
ordlnary comforts. He must ho able
and wllllng to rough It without com¬

plalnt.to sloop on hard lictls, eat
homely fare. endure prolonged exor-

tion, and get along wlth plain peoplo.
On the othor hand, lf he is at all fitted
for hls profession.and a few weeks
of actual forest work or gootl summer
school work wlll tell him whether ho
ts or not.there ls opon to hlm a v.ery
rlch reward.llfe ln the open, In tho
mldst of beautlful, healthtul nnd con-
genlal surroundings, creatlvo work of
unmatchod use'fuluess ln any materlal
fleld, a place of large responslblllty
and dlgntty, nnd wlth lt all, a falr
llvlng.

"If tho forester's tempernment ls
scientiflc, ho wlll havo the Joy of tho
dlscovcrer and organlzer, of knowledgo
in a rloji and almost vlrgln fleld,' whilo
lf It he practlcal, ho wlll hnve tho
cliance. of shartng Iu a natlonal wprk
of prlme Importnneo to our peoplo. both
now nnd hereafter." s

Ltiiuber DuwliieaN More Actlvo.
ISpaolal to Tlie Tlmos-Dlspatch.]

ELLISTON, VA-. August 15..The J.
S Kent Lumber Company, wlth main
offlces ln Phllajiolphla, hogan opora-
tlons ln thelr piUnlng .mlll here thls
weok.

Carloads of lumber are. arrlvlng dnlly
from , Ohrlstlanabiirg, AlllHonla ancl
othor polnts, nhd In a short. whilo
Messrs. Prlce nnd Woddle, contriietqrs,
will bogln nioving tho mifriy mllllons
of.feetof lunibor from the, Poor Moun-
tato tract her* *

flnLLOW BISKETS
I

An Important Industry That Maj
Be Extend in This Country

With Profit.
[Special to The TImes-Dispatch.]

"WAHHrNGTON. August 15..The fac
that a-Chlcago merchant ls advertlslng
in Gorman trade papers for 1,000,001
clothes baskets is polnterT to by ex-
perts on wlllow oulturo In thls coun-
try aa evldence of neglect of a proflt-
able Industry.
Cllmato and soll nre as favornblo foi

wlllow culturo ln thls country ns lt
Germany or anywhero olse. nnd the
market for wlllow of tho better grndei
is tho best In the world. Generallj
speaklng, land that wlll grow whea
will grow wlllows. Thelr cultlvatlon 1:
nnt difflcult, and proflts are usuallj
good.
But up to tho present tlmo Amorl

cans have not taken hold of tho malte:
ln earnest, though both Interest ane
production have been on tho increase
of recent yenrs ns a result of tho offorti
made by the Department of Agrlcultiiri
to inform the publlc of tho openint
which wlllow-growlng offors,
The Gormans liandle tho buslnes:

well. They havo Industrlal schools
where basket-weavlng is taught. Man;
of these schools grow thelr own wli
low rods, cut thom, and peel nnd pro
pare them for uso. To the mutual ad
vnntago of both puplls and proprletors
nrrangoments aro mado to allow puplli
to work pnrt of the tlme in tho "holts,'
ns the wlllow flolds aro called, bolong
Ing to the schools, nnd in thnt wa'
earn enough to pay thelr tultlon ane
board.
Then they bocomo fnmlllar wlth al

parts of tho business, and when thc
graduato they aro compctent to taki
places ns ovorseers of wlllow farm
or foromen ln wlcker-waro factorles
The schools profit by gettlng mucl
of thelr work dono wlthout payinj
oash tor It.
.Vmeriean -wlllow growers nnd man

uCacturers nf wlllow-waro must moe
that. oompetitlon: but tlioso who hav
investigated conditions here nnd abroiu
feel confldont that. tho Amerlcan ha
advantagea whlch wlll enablo hlm t'
competo successfully If ho takes ti]
llie business wlth charaoteristlc Amer
Icun enorgy.
Moro tliitn a dozen varletles aro oui

tivated lu this country. ln seventoei
States, and inany luauufnctururs as
sort that tho hcuno-grown rods ar.
etiutil or even superlor to tlio Imported, Gooel holts puy a proflt the llrs
yenr, though tho proflts of later year
nre muoh greator. Tha averago prlc.
of unpeoled rods'lnst year waa nbou
1 1-4 conls a pound, and of poolad rods
about 7 cents, A woll-iiianaged wlllov
holt slioiilel averago 2,500 pounds o
rods tu llio acro yearly, und tho oos

of.growlng aml harvesting llio crop l;
oomparatlvoly low.

FflLLS OF ZAM6E5I
11EBEU BMDGI

Frank Carpenter Gomparcs Thei
to America's Niagara, Not

Near so Gigantic.

LIFEIN .NORTHERN RHODESI,

The Devil's Cascade-and Won
derful Rain Forest.Bridge
One of World's Wonders.

(Copyrlght,. 1908, hy Frank G. Carper
ter.)

Vlctorla Falls, Africa.
I have boen wanderlng for daj

about the Niagara of Africa. Itn att
ful wonders grow upon mo and I ai
appallod at Its grandeur. Away o
hero ln the wllds of the black cont
nent, far below tli. cquator, seven
hundred mlles south of Lako Tangai
ylka, as far north of Cnpe Town t

^Galveston ls dlstant from Newa Tor:
nundreds of mlles went of the India
Ocean, and still further from the A
lnntlc, is ono of the grandcst natun
features of old Mother Earth. lt
the. falls of tho mlghty Hnmbesl. or
of tho great rlvors of tho globe.
has been compared to the -Falls i
Niagara. Now that I have seen bot
1 fifid lt almost Impossible to llken or
to the oth_r. Each is of its own kir
and ench beyond descrlption beaut
ful. From the point of striklr
views, nnd as a raging convulsion
nnture, I should call Vlctorla falls t
far tho greatjCr. Tho two may be con
parcd to a play.
As to tho volumo of water, tho N

agara Falls probably surpass thoi
of the Zambesi, for over them pou
tho waterghed of half a continont. Tl
great basin of Lake .Superlor ls 6i
feet above tho Atlantic and almo
ohe-thlrd of Its drop Is at Nlngar
The Zambesi has its sourco in a swfin
whlch ll.n a mlle above.tho sea ai
its waters hnvo already fnllen 2,0
feet in tholr courso of S00 miles h
fore thoy rriako thelr mlghty drop In
thl. basaltlc gorge.
Tho Falls of tho Zambesi are twli

as broad and more than twlcoas hlg
as Niagara. The rivor Is two mib
wlde abovo the falls, and It narrov
to a mlle where lt plungos stralgl
dc.wn over the cllffs Into a gorge whll
Is more than 400 feet deep. I heai
tho thunder ot its waters whon I wi
moro than ten miles dlstant, and tl
spray, which rlses up In ilve grei
columns, can he seen flfty mlles nwn
The natlves call tho falls "Thunclcrin
Smoke," and they are said to worsh
them,
As to tho electrlc force whlch ma

bo generated, lt is said to bo greati
than that of Nlacara, but I will wrli
of that in tho future.

In thc Ilviirt of the WIlilerncMH.
Of these two mlghty wonders of n;

turo. thnt of the ZnmhosI hns by ff
tho bost natural settlng. Niagara hf

I been dostroyod by commerclalIsin. Oi
goes nlong Its gorgo In an olectr
trolloy; upon landlng- he Is fought fi
by guldes and hotel-koopers, and tl'
poddler and fee hunter tng at hls heel
The manufacturlng citles of Buffa
nnd Tot-onto foul tho alr wlth the
smoke, nnd tho fnctorlos whlch uso tl
power turn tho subllme Into the sordl

Vlctorla Falls is ln the heart of
t wlldorness. It is surrounded by a fo
i est flllcd wlth monkeys, haboons, ai

l tolopes nnd other wlld craine. TllQi
aro blrds of strango plumage lu tl
troos, and tho grent rlver Itself ht
many hlppopotaml. Standlng here tlpc
tho porch of tho Vlctorla Hotel, ni
looks f»r mlles over a land dense
wn'nfled,
"Wlth a poworful glass you can »

nothlng but thls vast expans. of greo
brolcon only by tho wlndlnga of t'
gorgo at your feet, and by tho pllla

: of nilflt. whlch rlse llko tho vapor fro
' flvn volcanooa, until lost tn tha \o-{
hanglng clouds. ,The only settlemon

.¦ nenr th_ fallrf ctra I.tvlngatonq, whl
is seven miles off. antl tha group
Iron bungalows whloh cumprlse t

. hotel, the rallroad statlon and tl
; post-offlce. Evorythlng Is In htyrrooi

(Continued on Last Paee.i

L BRIDGE
Virginia's Wonder Is Classed
Among the Greatest of

World's Miracles.

MUST BE SEEN TO BE
FULLY APPRECIATED

Artist's Brush nor Poet's Peu,
Can Fitly Dcscribc Nature's
Handiwork as Found in Old
.Virginia's Mountains.Ho-
tels, Cottages and Road-
ways at Natural Bridge. ,

BY FRANK 9. WOODSON,
Inihistrlnl Killtor.

NATURAl. BKIDGB, VA.. August IS,
.I have been toiet that thero are many
grown peoplo llvlng wlthln twenty
miles of tlils plae;e who havo never
seen tho Natural Brlelge. I know thor*
aro hundreds, even thousanels, of adults
living in tho1 .State who havo never
seen, and apparently have no desire*
to soc, thls wonderful work of Nature.
Some of tfieso people havo traveled to
Now York to go into ocstasies ove<
Nlagara Falls, all the way to th.
Kockles to ga.o upon mountain scen«
ery, and even to Rwltzerland to watch
tlie lofty' penks JCTSs the skles and tel
turn flls over the canyons anel gorges
anel valley» thvt are to be found. Ane.
all the whlle, nlght hero In tho hearl '

of Old Vlrglnla, wlthln a few hours'
rlde of the greater number ot thes.
people J>"aturo or an efarthnuako or som«
charactor of upheava'i has left a won.
der whlch, In grandeur, ln awe-lnsplr«
Ing subllmlty and ln awtul splendori
equals apy of these natlve and forelgii
won.iern nnel surpasses somo of theuv

fi.iipnrlsoim Xnt Odlous.
Nlagara l»: Indeed^ a very -wonderfuy

8pectacle, anei the beauty of the sur*
roundlngs Is beyond vhe *_ach ot t
vivld lmaglnatlon. hut Nature's ntrangt
work ends wlth the falls. Rverythinif
olse thero to charm the eyo and culf
f'»r odmiration Ib tho huneliwork n,
man and the embelllshment of art. aml
whlch were brought to pass by lavtsB
drafts on tho plethorlc treasuries ol
the two rlchcst nations under th«
stars.
Hore lt Is dlfferont. Man has added

but llttlo to tho work of Nature about
tho Natural Bridge of Vlrglnla, and !(
Ib to be hoped that hls attempts tn
Improve upon that magnificent worH
wlll bo few and far between. .

Splendiei up-to-dato hotol and cot<
lage accommoelatlons wlth places- o(
air.usement and gourccs ot recreatlot
for vlsitors, flrst-class macadam roads.
to mnhlc people to get here, a magni¬
ficent electric plant to turn nlght int.
day, balconles and pulplts from whlc.
to viow Nature's handiwork from as
olovatlon, rugged paths up and down
thc wonderfftl Cedar Creek. by whl.h
vlsitors can reach the lower walls of
tho great Bridgo, ramblo thence a ralU
or more up tho strange and welrd nar>
row glen to tako ln the massive llme.
stone cllffs, the awfui gorges, ih.
subtorranean passages and oaverns, th*
loudly roarlng "Lost River," tho water*
falls and cataracts, and many othef
fancfes and fantasles ot the busy bralil
of Nature are here in almost endless;
varlety. This Is all that man has at<
tempted to do by way of aeldlng to th*/
charins of Natural Bridge and its sur<
roundlngs, and lt ls quite enough.i
more would bo but to mar tho grandeuH
and lessen the subllmlty of eccentrln
Nature's fantastical work ln thes*
lovely mountains ot Old Vlrglnla,

Tbe Wonderful Bridge.
Every Virglnian knows.I was about

to say, knows all about the Natural'
Bridge, but overy Virglnian does not
know all about it, and so I'will speak
of It as lf it were an entirely new dls-'
covery.
The bridge spans Cedar Creek, a wild

mountain stream thnt sometimes be-'
comes a raging river. From the bed
of the creek to tho top of the strange
llmestone bridge of varied colors-
the distanco is 215 feet. The
structure, if lt may be called a struc-'
ture, is 102 feet wide and the.span la
nlnety feet. It is a slngle block of v
llmestone, wlth many sliades of color,/
wldcr than Maln Street ln Richmond
and tallor by forty or more feet than
tlie Mutual Bulldlng, at Nlnth and
Maln Streets.
No plcture hns ever heen. mado by

palnter, photographer or other artlst
that glves an adeeiuate idea of Its im-.
rrienslty anel awfui gramleur. No artlst
can place upon canvas and no writer
can with pen givo an iiiea of th.
strange, creepy foeling of awe thati
comes ovor every one who stands upon.'
tlio "pulplt" or leans ovor the ralllng
at the uppor gate on the bridge anel
gazos at the wondors below. If ,you
stanel In tho path In the gorge anel
look upward at a slx-foot man at tha
ralllng above, he wlll present tho ap¬
pearanee of a ten-year-olel boy. Tha
glgnntic treos growlng from the top
of the brlelge and tho crags and cliffa
nearby look llke undergrowth, and um-
brellns anel parasols over tho heads o_
tlie passing throng look like tlny toy's.

Tbp Almlglity's Own Work,
There are varlous theories, by va¬

rlous scientists, as to how tlio bridgo
and tho nilghty gorge it spans cama
into cxlstence. The most plauslble,
perhaps, ls that Cedar Creek, onco a
greater torrent than now, broko Its
way through the solid rock, washlng
out the liorseshoo-shaped opening. My
own oplnlon ls that in the very tiegln-
nlng God, for purposes of Hls own.
mado it just ns lt ls to-day ln tha
same wonderful manner He croatcel t'fl.
sun, the moon and the sturs. Wlt,:,
tho exceptlon that the Natural Brtdg*
has a span, anel it would not bo tv

bridgo if lt dld hot have, it is a no
more wonderful or awo-lnspirlng slght
than the gorges and cllffs that lead la
lt on elther slde nf Cedar Creek, all
of whlch command constant admira-
tlon as ono wnnders along the ruggeej"
pathway that meanders u mlle up.thei
glon.
The stone "pulplt" l" the northwesl

slde of tha bridge, from whlch ono get»
a full viow of tho west formatlon ot
the bridge ltself, is a wonder socond
only to tho archway. But few touch««
of the hand of niaii were roqiilred to
mako thls a safe balcony from whtch
to gaze upon Naturo's wonders solav-
islily spread out.

Just hero the mountains thenuelv.i
are a slght well worth a trlp from any.
part of tha country. Here the Blud

(^"linu-d on Flfth Page.)


